
The Hometown Weekly takes a look at ways to 
save this school year, back-to-school safety and 

useful items for your college bound student.
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Ways to save at the 
start of the school year

(BPT) - The new school year is 
officially here, and although it’s 
an exciting fresh start for students 
and parents alike, it may also 
cause you financial stress. In fact, 
according to the National Retail 
Federation, the back-to-school 
season is the second largest 
shopping season of the year, after 
the holiday season. And for good 
reason - on top of the usual need 
for clothing and shoes that 
growing kids require at the start of 
every school year, parents and 
caregivers must also cope with 

lengthy school supply lists.

Fortunately, a one-stop online 
retailer like Amazon lets you 
conveniently shop for your child’s 
school needs without breaking the 
bank as it offers a wide selection 
of classroom supplies, clothing 
and other essentials at low prices. 
To save even more this school 
year, you can also sign up for a 
Prime membership, giving you 
exclusive deals and benefits on 
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Interested in a high school designed for 
students who want to pursue careers in:

•  Animal Science  •  Horticultural Science
• Diesel and Mechanical Technology  

•  Environmental Science

We prepare students
for college and/or a career.

Visit our website at www.norfolkaggie.org for more 
information, or call 508-668-0268 ext. 11101. 

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, October 6th, 1-4pm
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CatholicMemorial.org

Center for the Development of 
Children

Caryl Community Center
4 Springdale Avenue
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www.saintjoes.com

St. Sebastian’s School
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Needham, MA 02494
781-449-5200

www.stsebs.org

Symbiosis Learning Center
64 Hancock Street, Auburndale, MA

617-564-1089
symbiosislearningcenter.com

 Tenacre Country Day School
78 Benvenue Street, Wellesley, MA

781-235-2282
www.tenacrecds.org

Thayer Academy
745 Washington Street
Braintree, MA 02184

781-843-3580
www.thayer.org

Titans Admissions
31 Washington Street, Suite 1

Wellesley, MA 02481
781-296-7114

www.titanadmissions.com

The Westwood Montessori School
738 High Street 

Westwood, MA 02090
781-329-5557 

westwoodmontessori.org

Woodridge Farm
51 Whitney Street, Sherborn, MA  

917-833-8954
www.woodridgefarm.net

Woodside Montessori Academy
350 Village Street, Millis, MA 

508-359-5320
www.woodsideacademy.com

The Woodward School
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Quincy, MA 02169
617-773-5610

www.thewoodwardschool.org

Xaverian Brothers High School
800 Clapboardtree Street

Westwood, MA 02090
781-326-6392
www.xbhs.com



Safe and loving care our
families can trust.
Promote self-esteem, along with
respect for customs and traditions that 
refl ect and link our diverse cultures.
Available schedules 6:30am to 6:30pm

Promotes growth in all areas of 
development - social, emotional, 
cognitive and physical.
Work hand-in-hand with parents to 
prepare each individual child for a 
lifetime love of learning.
Children ages 8 weeks through 6 years.

ENROLLING NOW!

Infant, Toddler,
PreSchool &

Pre-Kindergarten

430 Hunnewell Street, Needham
contact@littlecornerschoolhouse.com

617-244-1877

Family RunSince 1989

PLEASE CALL OR EMAIL TO SCHEDULE A VISIT

92 Harvard Street
Brookline, MA 02446

110 Harvard Street
Brookline, MA 02445

87 School Street
Brookline. MA 02445

396 Washington Street
Brookline. MA 02446
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everything from shopping for last-
minute must-haves, to streaming your 
favorite shows on the weekends.

Here are a few tips to ensure you and 
your children have a happy school year, 
filled with success and savings:

1. Sign up for Amazon’s discounted 
Prime membership. If you or your child 
are an EBT or Medicaid recipient, you 
could qualify for an Amazon Prime 
membership for the discounted price of 
just $5.99 per month. Members receive 
all standard Prime benefits, including 
exclusive deals, access to thousands of 
movies, TV shows, and music, plus over 
a thousand top Kindle e-books for 

adults and kids - to read on any device, 
as well free one-day delivery (or even 
faster) and much more. You can learn 
more, apply for the discount and try a 
30-day free trial at amazon.com/qualify.

2. Shop later to score deals. Don’t fret 
if you have yet to do your back-to-
school shopping - it’s actually beneficial 
to wait until after your child’s first week 
of school before you shop, as that’s 
when you can take advantage of more 
deals and savings. You can track the 
best deals on Amazon with Lightning 
Deals, with daily offers to help you save 
money. Lightning Deals allow you to 
find the best prices on items you need, 
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Center for the 
Development 
of Children

A NURTURING environment 
that fosters CREATIVITY and 
DEVELOPMENT for ages 

2.0 THRU 5 YEARS

• Full & Half Day Programs
• Flexible & Extended Hours
•  Enrichment Classes –  

Music, Gym, Science, 
Arts, and More!

•  A Loving and 
Dedicated Staff

Serving Medfield 
and Dover for 
over 30 years!

We offer curriculum 
based learning in a 

fun, family atmosphere, 
with extended hours 
and support when 

you need it.
Contact us for 
a Tour Today!

www.dovercdc.org

Caryl Community Center
4 Springdale Ave. 

Dover, MA
508-785-1835

WAYS TO SAVE
continued on page 9
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want and love. You can also sign up for 
‘watch a deal’ alerts, so you’ll never 
miss out on a discount!

3. Shop with cash. Making purchases 
with cash is a savvy way to stick to your 
budget, as it makes you more conscious 
of what you’re spending. If you find that 
this works well for you, you can use 
Amazon Cash instead of your debit or 
credit card when shopping online. 

Simply visit one of the more than 45,000 
participating stores - including 
pharmacies like CVS, and convenience 
stores like 7-Eleven - to add cash to 
your Amazon balance.

4. Take advantage of discounts on 
frequent orders. From germ-fighting 
hand sanitizer and disinfecting wipes, 
to personal care items like toothpaste, 
hand soap, shampoo and more, there are 
countless everyday essentials you’ll 
need throughout the school year. With 
Amazon’s Subscribe & Save, you can 

subscribe to the items you frequently 
buy and have them shipped to you on a 
regular basis. You’ll not only save up to 
15% on these purchases, but also save 
time and energy going back and forth to 
the store. Plus, Prime members can 
unlock up to 20% on purchases to save 
even more.

5. Be a bargain shopper. Everyone 
loves a deal, and now some incredible 
bargains are just one click away. Check 
out Amazon’s Bargain Finds for a wide 
selection of seasonally relevant products 

that are priced even lower. Items vary 
from school essentials like backpacks, 
lunch bags, water bottles and electronics, 
to clothing, household products and fun 
gifts - perfect for teachers. Before 
paying full price for an item, browse 
through these bargains to see if you can 
find what you need for a lower price.

With a little planning and preparation 
- and Amazon on your side - your family 
and your budget will both be set up for a 
successful school year.

MDA Studios

Where your
imagination

has no limits...

 45 West Street, Med� eld, MA

Ballet • Tap • Jazz • Pointe • Contemporary
Lyrical • Modern • Hip Hop • Acro

Registration now at  www.dancemdastudios.com
 For more information call us at (508)359-9665

Photographs by Jessica McHale Photography

The Westwood Montessori School
Fall Open Houses: Sunday, October 6th 12-2

Sunday, November 3rd 12-2

738 High Street Westwood

   The Westwood Montessori School is a committed program 
in which your child is respected 

as an individual and encouraged to develop 
at his or her own pace, laying the foundation for a 

“Love of Learning for Life”.

Accepting applications
westwoodmontessori.org

wwmont@verizon.net

Ages 2.9-6
Open M-F 7:30-5:00

781-329-5557

WAYS TO SAVE
continued from page 8
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5 ways to keep children safe during back-to-school
(BPT) - The back-to-school season 

comes with its share of excitement - 
including new classrooms, friends and 
routines - but it’s also a time to be 
thoughtful about safety. As schedules 
change and daily life takes on an added 
layer of complexity with trips to and 
from school, after-school activities, 
appointments, play dates and more, 
back-to-school is the right time for 
parents to think proactively and have 
important conversations with their kids 
about safety.

Whether it’s a child’s first year 
attending preschool or final year of 
college, here are some important safety 
tips to help keep them safe and provide 
you with some peace of mind:

PRESCHOOL

The years before formal education are 
full of wonder for children, but it’s also 
important to be cautious and respectful 
while letting their little imaginations 
take flight. Talk to small children about 
important things like looking both ways 
before crossing the road and always 
asking the teachers for permission 
before leaving a room. This is also a 
good time to have them start learning 
critical information like your phone 

number and the family address.

ELEMENTARY

Many elementary school students take 
the bus or walk to school, so 
transportation safety is essential at this 
age. Finding buddies to walk or ride 
bikes with, and practicing routes before 
school starts, are great ideas. It’s also 
important to discuss never leaving with 
a stranger or getting into an unknown 
vehicle. If your child is a buser, remind 
them to stay behind the curb for the bus 
and always wait for the bus to fully stop 
before approaching it to board.

MIDDLE SCHOOL

As tweens become teens, they begin to 
learn more about themselves, and part 
of this is flexing their independence. 
Parents can encourage independence 
and growth while still keeping 
communication open, and a recent 
survey conducted on behalf of Life360 
found that 78% of them report believing 
that they can find a balance between 
giving their kids freedom and keeping 
them safe. First, consider maintaining a 

family calendar so you can be aware of 
your child’s travels, and vice versa. An 
app like Life360 is also a simple way to 
stay connected, allowing you to view 
family members on a private map and 

communicate with them via private, 
invite-only in-app chat. The technology 
also shares alerts when family members 
arrive or leave destinations like home, 
school or work. Learn more at www.

SAFE CHILDREN
continued on page 11

Norwood Montessori School offers a quality Montessori education to children 
ages 1.9 to 18 years old.  During these years, children are actively growing; 
mentally, emotionally, physically, and cognitively speaking, this is when their 
development of personality and individuality takes place. We offer educational 
opportunities for children in these areas with an integrated curriculum consisting 
of Sensorial, Language, Math, Science, Cultural, Art, Music, French, Practical Life, 
and large, gross motor activities in multi-age classrooms providing children with 
a carefully prepared learning environment and a wide range of quality materials.  
Our goal is for each child to acquire a love of learning that will stay with them 
throughout their whole life. Norwood Montessori does all of this while giving you 
peace of mind as a parent, knowing that your child is being taken care of in a 
loving, educational environment.

•  Serving children 1.9 to 18 years old

•  Conveniently located on Rt 1A in Norwood,  
near the Norwood, Walpole, Westwood lines

•  Offer Extended Care, Vacation Camp and 
Summer Camp for parents convenience 

•  Now accepting applications for the
2020-2021 school year

•  Limited openings for the 2020 Summer Camp

Contact us at www.NorwoodMontessoriSchool.com
781-762-3700

Norwood Montessori School
Where Children have the freedom to become who they are meant to be.

462 Walpole St.,  Norwood, MA 02062
781-762-3700 or 818-497-1698  •  www.NorwoodMontessoriSchool.com
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life360.com.

HIGH SCHOOL

High school is the time when many 
teens are learning to drive and getting 
their driver’s licenses. The Life360 
survey also found that parents who 
currently have, or previously had, a 
high school-aged child, worry about 

driving-related issues such as accidents 
(27%), drunk driving (25%) and 
distracted driving (26%). Be a role 
model for safe driving habits and enroll 
your child in driver’s education. The 
Life360 app is also great for young 
drivers and their parents because it has 
features like crash detection that alerts 
emergency contacts immediately, 
roadside assistance so drivers can get 
the help they need for that flat tire or 
other issues, and Driver Reports that 

allow parents to see how their young 
drivers are acting on the road.

COLLEGE

Even when your child is legally an 
adult, you can and should still have a 
positive influence on their well-being. 
Heading to college is a big step, so this 
is a good time to go over general safety 
reminders. Start by helping your child 
familiarize themselves with campus 

security features, such as escort services 
and blue-light emergency phone 
stations. Understanding campus layout 
and taking suggested routes that are 
well lit is helpful.

A few simple conversations can help 
kids of all ages keep safety top of mind, 
and that’s something any parent can feel 
good about. Visit the Apple App Store 
or Google Play to download the Life360 
app.

SAFE CHILDREN
continued from page 10

Adults if you:
•  Want to become educated on issues of  

second language in your child’s school

•  Need to learn Spanish 
for career reasons

•  Need to provide corporate training 
in the Spanish language

•  Want to perfect your written 
or spoken English

L2 Can Help!
How to get started: 

Contact Dr. Michael Cave at 
781-237-4741  •  203-488-0818 
or email: mcave10@gmail.com

Consider L2 if you need a Spanish, 
French, Latin, ESL, or Italian Tutor

Student if you:
•  Want or need to achieve a 

higher grade in College, High 
School or Middle School? 

•  Need to prepare for a stay 
in a foreign country?

•  Want to improve in speaking, 
reading, writing or 
understanding Spanish?

•  Need direction on best 
study strategy

•  Have been told or think that 
you “can’t learn a language?”

•  Want to perfect your written 
or spoken English?
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Useful items for your college-bound kid’s new pad
(BPT) - Sending your teen off to 

college? Or launching them into their 
first apartment? It’s a big step when 
your child has to face the realities of 
living on their own. It doesn’t matter if 
it’s a dorm or their first apartment - 
chances are, they need stuff.

While you’d love to shop for cute 

throw pillows or pictures for the wall, 
let’s face it - they’d probably prefer to 
choose their own decor.

There is something you can offer, 
however: experience. After years 
running a household, you know some 
things they don’t. Many necessary 
household items might not even be on 

their radar.

Here are some less-than-glamorous, 
but crucial, items your adult child needs:

1. FIRST-AID KIT

Your son or daughter may not think 
about adhesive bandages, antiseptic, 
thermometers and calamine lotion, but 
you’ve been a parent long enough to see 

plenty of scrapes, illnesses and bug 
bites.

You can purchase a pre-made first-aid 
kit or create your own, including items 
you know your child will need, like 
sunscreen, bug spray and over-the-
counter pain medication.

USEFUL ITEMS
continued on page 13

All Year, School 
Year and Summer 

Programs
Grades PreK - 8

We offer integrated, hands-on and 
child-centered experiences with a 
focus on the natural environment 

incorporating STEM skills.

Educating the Whole Child: Heart and Mind

Please Visit Our Website: www.woodsideacademy.com

Dedicated Montessori Educators Since 1985
350 Village Street, Millis  MA

(508) 359-5320

Woodside
Montessori
Academy
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2. CAR SAFETY KIT

Whether your child has a long drive to 
get to their new digs or not, if they have 
a car, they need a safety kit for their 
trunk. There are kits you can purchase, 
but you should add items that might be 
missing: a standard first-aid kit (separate 
from the kit they’ll keep in their 
apartment or dorm room), bottled water 
and protein bars, blankets, flashlights 

and batteries, jumper cables and 
warning flares or triangles.

Be sure to include a portable tire 
inflator. According to the AAA, one in 
three new cars no longer includes a 
spare tire. It’s also possible your child 
may not know how to change a tire or 
may not want to. Tire inflators inject 
both repair sealant and air into your flat 
tire. They are sold in cans that are easy 

USEFUL ITEMS
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WOODRIDGE FARM
Excellence Is Our Standard

51 Whitney St., Sherborn, MA  |  917-833-8954
www.woodridgefarm.net

Our beginner lesson program continues to produce well 
rounded competitive juniors.  We pride ourselves in providing 

the correct fundamentals while having safe, fun lessons. 
Contact us to let your child’s pony dreams begin coming true.   

781.444.9115 • Needham
www.AdvancedNeurotherapy.com

•ADHD   • Autism 
• Executive Function
• Learning Issues 
• Anxiety   • Depression
• Behavior Problems 
• Memory Problems

Start the School Year Off Right!

Jolene Ross, Ph.D., Director

Safe, effective, and medication-free. 
Starting with a QEEG Brain Map, we 

create an individualized wellness plan that 
corrects brain imbalances and promotes 

sustained improvement.

We host free educational 
workshops.  Visit us online for details!

Licensed Psychologist 
Over 30 Years of Experience

Do You Or Your 
Child Struggle With:

We Can Help!

Call Now for 
a Free Consult
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to pack in the trunk and widely available 
at stores and online. They are easy to 
use in case of a puncture or other minor 
issue, and you can drive on the tire for 3 
days or 100 miles, until you can get the 
damaged tire replaced. Nearly all 
commercial tire inflators use Honeywell 
Solstice Propellant, a nonflammable 
propellant that helps seal larger 
punctures than alternative propellants. 

Honeywell Solstice Propellant also has 
ultra-low global warming potential. 
Even if your kid has a spare tire and jack 
in their car, a tire inflator offers a 
quicker, easier alternative, and can be a 
safer choice for handling a problem at 
the side of a busy road.

3.  BASIC TOOLS AND SAFETY 
ITEMS

You can buy a tool kit that may include 
a screwdriver set, screws, a hammer and 

nails, etc., but you should add items you 
know you’ve needed. Think about 
essential and useful items like: duct 
tape, scissors, flashlights and batteries, 
matches and an extension cord or two.

You may also want to include extra 
light bulbs, smoke and/or carbon 
monoxide detectors (if the apartment 
doesn’t already have them) and other 

USEFUL ITEMS
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theSageSchool
Greater Boston’s Leader in 

Gifted Education for Preschool to Grade 8

OPEN HOUSE:  Sunday, Oct. 27th at 10AM
Foxboro, MA · 508-543-9619 

Visit sageschool.org for more information.
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safety equipment like a small fire 
extinguisher. And who hasn’t needed a 
toilet plunger? That’s another item you 
don’t know you need - until you do.

4. KITCHEN NECESSITIES

While your son or daughter may think 
of obvious items like flatware, plates 

and cups, they may not think of 
everything that’s useful when you’re 
cooking on your own. Even if they’re 
not great at cooking, they’ll need things 
like oven mitts, a trivet or two, a cutting 
board, a colander, plus salt and pepper 
shakers.

You may be focusing on the practical 
here, but at least some of these items 
may be more decorative and fun to shop 
for!

5. CLEANING SUPPLIES

While your child may groan when you 
offer them a bin or basket full of 
cleaning supplies, they’ll thank you 
when they decide to have friends over 
or their roommate starts complaining. 
Include your favorite products for 
tackling kitchen and bathroom messes.

If you get them a handy tote bin that 
holds everything neatly together, along 

with sponges and dusters, they won’t 
have any excuses when you drop by to 
see how they’re doing in their new 
place.

Worried your child won’t know how to 
use all these items? Do a quick search of 
online tutorials for items like fire 
extinguishers or plungers and text them 
the URLs. They’ll thank you later.

Students can get an offi cial transcript, earn a GED, and
be guided through the college/career transition process

64 Hancock St, Auburndale, MA
(617) 564-1089  •  info@symbiosislearningcenter.com

symbiosislearningcenter.com

Holistic Guidance &
A Modern Approach to Education

Alternative to traditional
high school for teens 14+ who
have diverse learning needs

Open Enrollment

OPEN HOUSE 
Sunday, October 20th

11am-1pm
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